The monthly magazine for children 





DIAMOND COMICS BONANZA 
i) 


DIAMOND coMNcs 
ta age Sling 


a Prize SFI Prize C4 Prize 


seovount swoon vom 
Subscribe to Diamond Comics 

et attractive gifts + win a prize Too 
Ca 


erry 
es itr aro 












ew Ouro anes 
"a et 
2m Drs 
$}Pr he Oo 
‘Fae 


















Fv 2) ep Cur Canes Re 
3 rcs fe 
won emo 





























The Foolish Muscleman ; 
‘The a Phantom 79 Batman 
Mandrake 66 ‘Batman: 2 





ferarea. Ravage @ Fall 
espa a Oa No, 

















___—— co ‘Sara 








‘unsung oT epoch. Te 
‘Seta aan ange 





io go ean seer sour yw Ae 
ru ona gt ance © en we 
Pos rer tneptben ners eo Ne 
ste sa 


|, Sector-38, Noida- 201301(U.P) 








Diamond Comics Pvt. 








‘Ofail created things the loveliest, 


Dear children, 


Mother's day, Father's day, 
Children's day, Teacher's day, Labour 


day, Human rights day... well, we seem 
to have a day for almost everything 
and pretty soon 365 days will not be 


enough to name them all! Vol.X No. 11. Mav 98° 

Why should we have s many days NOL X_No, 1, May ’98. 
for so many aspects? It is only to remind us of our duties, Mother's day reminds us 
of all that mother had done for us over the years and expects us to do our duty 
towards her — by being kind, loving and helpful. 

Similarly Children’s day reminds us of the right of children to be educated and 
10 be free from bondage and hard, inhuman work, We should think of the under- 
previleged children and try to help them to the best of our ability and means, 

The teacher's duty towards children and the respect and regard that should be 
shown by the students towards their teachers are acknowledged on Teacher's day. 

All these and more should form part of our daily lives and not be restricted to 
Just a particular day. It is not enough if we show some affection to mother on 
‘Mother's day and give hera gift. We should be kind, cooperative and helpful to her 
throughout our lives, 

If you have no regard and respect for your teacher on 364 days and offer him 
flowers only on Teacher's day, it would be just an act and not genuine. The teacher 
100 should behave in such a manner that he commands respect among students 

The same logic can be extended to all the days we celebrate. On August 15, we 
not only celebrate our freedom from British rule, but we also remind ourselves 
about our duties to the nation, Our nation expects us to do our duty sincerely 
throughout our life and not for just one day in a year 

So let us plan our days and perform 
‘our duties in such a way that all our days 
‘are important and worth remembering 
not just particular days, bearing one 
name or another, 






Love. 
\waorr 


K, Rajendran 
Editor 


And most divine are children. 
—William Canton 
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The story ‘The Wander- 
ing Tiger’ by Sukhendu 
Dutta was superb. The 
story ‘Tears for a friend! by 
S, Rithu was also superb. 

M.S. Karthikeyan, 
Chennai 





FRIENDS IN NEED. 


| learnt how valuable 
friends could be in my V 
standard 
| enjoy sliding down the 
banisters on the staircase 
in my school, Many boys 
join me in this game, Once, 
while | was sliding down 
the banisters, the bell rang, 
announcing the end of the 
lunch hour. In my hurry to 
reach the class | jumped down and 
landed on the floor, 
had broken my arm. My friends, 
Anup, Ayush, Navjot, Sujit and Pratik 
were also with me then. They brought 
ur teacher who took me tothe nearby 
hospital. They informed my parents 
about the accident 
In a month | recovered, But, the 
worry of copying down the notes 
scared me no end. To my 
pleasure, my friends had 
even copied down the 
notes for me. I thanked god 
for giving me such good 
friends, 
L. Krishnar 








e 13, 
Raigadh. 





SPEAKER OR 
LISTENER? 
| was watching the 
Loksabha proceedings the 
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other day on the TV. My 
mother said that the 
person sitting in the 
centre of the house is 
the “Speaker.” But 
shouldn't it be listener? 
All he seems to say is 
‘please, no, member 


please.’ 

The members were 
behaving like primary 
school children. The 


TPEJIUE SG 7°" Sharat kumar, 


noisy scenes reminded 
me of the reprimands 
we receive from our 
teachers when we 
‘make noise in the class, 
Is this a good sign of our 


we, 
PSSS, Chennai. 


TERROR TALES 


| happened to overhear a conver- 
sation between a few children in our 
area, They were deep into discussions 
about ghosts, Why are such stories 
being told? Why are films on ghosts 
being made when the entire concept 
is false? Why should anyone try to in- 
stil fear into tender 
hearts and allow wrong 
ideas to find roots? Such 
stories only lead to un- 
necessary fear of dark- 
ness and children end 
up a bundle of nerves. 
Isn't this dangerous? 


V. Karthik Rajan, 
age 15, 
Mahatma School, 
Madurai. 
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his six-letter 


word plays a very important 

part in my life, and in the life 
of every child, A mother takes a 
great part in shaping a child's char- 
acter. A mother's love for her child 
is boundless. A mother is like a 
lamp that spreads a warm glow 
and dispels the gloom. She 


A lamp’ $ glow #2. wets 


spreads warmth in her child's life. 
My mother is the most under- 
standing person. She is a fantastic 
woman. She takes care of me when 
I fall ill. She teaches me to love and 
respect. She will sing me a beauti- 
ful song when she is in the mood. 
She will tell me bedtime stories. 
When | fall 


have my 
mother fussing over me. 

When my mother falls sick, my 
house loses much of its cheer. | 
pray to God that she is well and up 
on her feet once again. 

Neha Govindan, age 12, 
John XXill HS of Agashi, 
Thane. 





UL the boxes with the clues 
given and arrive at the answer! 

1) A domestic fowl (3) 

2) A tiny insect (3) 

3) An animat that eats 
wastes (3) 

4) Another name for black 
leopard (7) 

5) A polar buffalo (3) 

6) He tives in stables (5) 

7) It is a nocturnal bird (3) 

8) Ile is the king of the forest (4) 

9) Our country (5) 

10) He guards our houses (3) 

11) A for _? (5) 















































D. Yuva krishna, Std Vi, 
St. Gabriels HSS, 


Chennai 


























12) Teenagers? (5) 
13) A big boat (4) 








[Answer on Py.73 
4 
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Across Down y <M 
1, Everlasting (7) 2. Rubber (6) & 

3 iscompany, three is 3. Characteristic (4) 


a crowd (3) 

5, Wander (4) 

6. Large vessel (4) 

7. Above (2) 

8. Long, difficult journey (4) 

9. Flowing back of the tide (3) 

11. The one at dice or cards (3) 

14, Used for writing (3) 

15. Prophetic happening (4) 

19. Pain (4) 

20. Not difficult (4) 

21. Female of deer (3) 

22. Metal ring to fasten prisoner’s 
wrists and ankles (7) 
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4, Musical drama (5) 
5. Anoctural rodent (3) 
6.A tiny speck (7) 
10. Exist (2) 
n ant (2) 
12. Board ship or aircraft (6) 
13. Body of three dimension (5) 
16. No (3) 
17. Uncommon, infrequent (4) 
Arnab Kar, 
age 14, 
VIII B, Nava Nalanda, 
Calcutta 
Answer on Pg.73) 














jhe 
last 
week of May will be a time for fes- 
tivities of a different nature in Paris. 
Tennis lovers will be on the edge 
of their seats watching their favour- 
ites play it out on the clay court. If 
Wimbledon is the home of green 
grass then at French Open itis the 
clay that holds both the audience 
and the players in thrall. Today the 
French Open is witness to a huge 
overflowing stadium. But this was 
not the case even two decades 
ago. 

Till the seventies, the French 
Open attracted very few tennis 
stars. The prize money was low and 
the stadium was often half-empty. 
Even the French television gave it 
only cursory coverage 

Things changed after Phillippe 
Chartier became the president of 
the French Tennis Federation. Af- 










ter his 

entry 
in 1968, the stadium of Rolland 
Garros received facelift. Facilities 
in the staduim were improved, the 
prize money was increased and in 
just a few years time the French 
Open became an international 
event on par with 
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Wimbledon. 


he prize money which was 

$ 1.2 million in 1983 is now 
$ 8.1 million. The matches are tel- 
ecast live all over the globe. Ten- 
nis fans sit glued to their TV sets 
and don't go to sleep till it is all 
over, 

The French Open is the only 
grandslam tournament played on 
clay, It Is considered to be the 
toughest event of the grandslam 
circuit. The clay courts are very 
slow and the playing conditions are 
very difficult tis extremely hot and 
players literally sweat it out 

The nature of the court depends, 
on the weather conditions. On a 
particular day the court might be 
quick while on the very next day it 
could turn slow. The players have 
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tohence adjust their style of game, 
in the same tournament. Thus itis 
very difficult even for the best of 
players to win here. 

World No, 1 Pete Sampras is yet 
to win the French Open. Andre 
Agassi, Who is a two time runner- 
up here is also a three time sec- 
ond round loser. 

Such difficult conditions bring 
ut the best in the player. Every 
year, Rolland Garros has seen 
some of the top seeds fall like nine 
pins in the first few rounds and then 
there crops up an unknown player 
Who walks away with the trophy be- 
fore you can even grasp the 
situation 

B. Prasanna, age 18, 
‘Chennai 
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waved my mother adieu as the 

train pulled out of the 

station. Mom had been 
advising me to behave 
properly when | was 
staying at her friend’s 
house in Hyderabad, 
I had just entered a 
course in computers 
and mom's best friend 
had offered to have 


Mom said, “Do not trouble 
Mrs. Kamat. Listen to her...” I 
continued to nod my head 
hoping she would stop 
worrying over me. She waved 
to meas the train picked up speed. 

I sat back in my seat to enjoy the 
passing scenery. 

‘Mrs. Kamat had been really nice 
offering me a room to stay till | com- 
pleted my course. | was both happy 
and excited. My parents too were 
pleased that | would be in good hands 
in a new place. 

| dozed through half of the journey. 
When | reached Hyderabad, | noticed 
Mrs. Kamat searching the over- 
crowded platform for me. I waved to 
her and jumped off the train, She gave 
me a warm, welcoming hug. 
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Soon, we were at her bunglow. She 
introduced me to her husband and her 
son. | loved the bunglow because it 
was ancient and looked fit enough to 


hold many mysteries. | enjoyed the 
trip through the gardens and the back 
yard where there were several trees. 
Mrs. Kamat’s son, Ashish gave me 
company. The sylvan surroundings 
and the calm atmosphere was a far 
cry from the hustle and bustle of 
Bangalore. 

Mrs. Kamat prepared a sumptuous 
meal that night. [helped Mrs. Kamat 
clear the table. | then retired to my 


FACT FILE ——___: 








ee 
ELOATING ISLAND 


The ftoating Island of lake Alm in 
upper Austria moves constantly from 
shore to shore. 

EGGS IN MOUTH 

There isa peculiar species of fish that 
keeps its eggs in its mouth, 

UPSIDE DOWN: 

There isa family of mammals called 
‘Sloth’ which spend most of their life on 
tree tops in upside down position. 

QUAKING EARTH 

Every year more than 50,000 earthy 
quakes rock the earth. Of these most 
are too slight to be noticeable by man 

WHAT COLOUR? 

All mammals, except man and mon: 
key ate colourblind, 

|. Haritha, age 13, 
St, Augustine English Medium HS, 
‘Anantapur 











room for the night. There was a bal- 
ccony to my room which overlooked 
fa small pond. The glitter of stars on 
the still water made for terrific scenery. 

| must have dozed off when I was 
suddenly woken up by a knock on the 
door, It was Mrs. Kamat wanting to 
know if was comfortable. | thanked 
her for her kindness and went to sleep 
again, This time, | was woken up by 
some noise. | lay in the dark, trying. 
to decipher what the noise was. 1 
= listened closely. 





I was the sound of anklets, | had 
read innumerable stories, watched 
many horror films, but they were just 
that — figment of imagination. This 
was for real. | walked out of my room, 
and groped in the dark for a suppor. 
It was only natural of me to find out 
what was happening, 

| saw a figure on the ground floor. 
The figure moved and the sound of 
the anklets could be heard. | could 
not even scream. The figure must 
have reached the drawing room. | 
‘went back to my room and somehow 
drifted back to steep. 

Itisa wonder how | slept that night. 

The next morning, | woke up to 
bright sunshine pouring through the 
transparent curtains in my room. | 
skipped down and greeted Mrs, Kamat 
who was her usual smiling self. 1 
gobbled up my breakfast and Mrs. 
Kamat offered to drop me at my class. 

I enjoyed my class. 1 got intro- 
duced to many girls from all over the 
‘country. The day went as if on wings 
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and soon | was back in Mrs. Kamat's 
garden munching pop coms after a 
day of excitement and fun. That night, 
Thad a little to study. 

As | sat with my books, | again 
heard the sound of anklets. | tried to 
ignore it. But there it was, as clear as 
the moon in the sky. | glanced out of 
my window. There were a few clouds 
in the sky. Suddenly the moon went 
under a cloud and the entire garden 
wore a strange, eerie look. 

‘Thoughts of sacrifice, of agony, of 
torment and fear came unbidden to 
me. | began to sincerely pray to the 
almighty. | was reminded of mom. 
The next day | was not my own self. 1 
narrated the previous night's incidents 
to Mr. and Mrs. Kamat. Both of them 
took the matter seriously. They 
assured me that they would do 
something about it 
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hat night, we, Mr. and Mrs. Kamat 

and Isat in the darkended drawing 
room. I was already shivering. Then 
we heard it. The sound of the anklets. 
We saw a figure moving towards the 
dining room. We stared. It was too 
much of a shock. | was surprised that 
Thad not fainted. Mr. Kamat had the 
presence of mind to switch on the 
lights in the drawing room. We stood 





for something bizarre turned towards 
the servant's quarters. 

It was the maid of the Kamat house- 
hold. She wore silver anklets which 
tinkled as she walked. We returned 
to our rooms choosing not to let 
anyone know what had happened that 
night. 

Pranitha Prabhakaran, XB, 
St. Francis Xaviers Girls H.S. 
Bangalore 
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@ [am in standard Vill. 1 cannot 
concentrate on studies. If concentrate 
Ican score more than 80 marks. Please 








help me, 
S.S. Priyadarshini, age 13. 
‘Chennai. 
Dear Priyadarshini, 


(0) Meditate for ten minutes each day 
before you sit for your studies. This 
will help your mind concentrate and 
thus you will study better. Sit by 
yourself at a quite place and let your 
mind go blank. Do not think of 
anything - school, studies, having fun 
etc. Get up after ten minutes and sit 
down for your studies. You are sure 
to score centum! 

B I love drawing and have a good 
aptitude for it considering the praises 1 





GRANDMA 


WORM 


receive from my neighbours. But, at 
home my father scolds me if 1 draw. 
He wants me to finish my studies and 
then take up drawing. What shall I do? 
Yashwant Mallya, Std. VII, 
Lions Eng. Med. School, Hubli. 

Dear Yashwant, 
Your parents send you to school 
50 that you come up well in life when, 
you grow up. So, If your father ex: 
presses concern that you are not 
studying then you have to listen to 
him. Set apart half an hour everyday 
for your drawing session. . You could 
develop it as a hobby. This will not 
only improve your talent but will also 
not come in the way of your study time, 
B Lama Vil standard boy. I study a lot 
but I don't get first rank. I get third or 
fifth rank in my class. 1 am good at 
answering questions asked in class.~ I 
‘am good at writing and speaking, too 
‘Siddarth Rai Mahendra, age 12, 
Hyderabad. 

Dear Siddarth, 
@ By how many marks do you lose 
out the first rank? Have you checked 
up on that? If the gap is not very big, 
I guess you are good as being the first. 
ranker. So don't lose sleep over your 
ranks. However, first rank is not so 
out of reach. Just a little more effort 
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and keep track of any silly mistakes 
‘you make during exams, You are sure 
to be the class topper. 
B My elder sister is not giving me her 
cycle or her sketch pen. How can I 
make her give it to me? 

Santhosh, I std., Hubli. 
Dear Santhosh, 
@ Tell your sister that you enjoy 
playing with her. Ask her to teach 
you cycling. Tell her that as she is 
uery confident you would like to learn 
from her to be like her. lam sure she 
will part with her cycle and you are 
‘sure to be her best brother. 
B Iwas born a left-hander. I am in IX 
std, I switched over to using my right 
hand when I turned seven, Now I draw 
and paint well with my right hand but 
my handwriting is very shabby and bad 
T have already tried practising hand- 
writing in fourline and two-line note- 


books, Please help me improve my 

handwriting 
V. Shivshankar, age 14, 
Pondicherry. 


Dear Shivshankar, 

@ Till such time as you gain mastery 
‘over handwriting try writing with your 
left hand. Meanwhile during the 
‘summer hols practice with your right 
hand. Practice writing for atleast two 
hours a day. Before the hols are out 
you are sure to improve your 





handuriting. 
B Everyone says that I am very shy. 
That I don't move freely with everyone; 
is a.common complaint about me. My 
sister is frank and my parents and 
relatives like her very much. They say 
she is going to come up in life and help 
my parents. Iam very talented. I sing 
very well. I play tennis very well. Still 
get told that I am not good at anything, 
Tnever say a word but merely go to my 
room and cry my heart out. Iam very 
hurt 
G. Pushpalatha, Std. VII, 
Chennai 








Dear Pushpalatha, 
@ Mony talented children are extre 
‘mely shy. They finally do break out 
of their shell and make a big name 
for themselves. It isnot worth spilling 
tears over comments made by others. 
Tell the people who pass such remarks 
that they should refrain from making 
such statements, You should also 
understand that children go through 
this phase during their adolescence. 
Cheer up Pushpalatha, I'm sure by the 
time you are thirteen things will be 
going your way. bse; 


Grandma worm 


EXPERIENCE 


—z" was preparing for my history 

7 test or the next day. | did not 

L, tke history and my masher sug- 
Sem gested that | should read his- 
tory like astory Itwas easy for her to say. 
Bul, what with my brother snoring loud and 
the TV blaring trom the neighbour's house, 
| didn't think | would pass the test | iter 
ally threw my brother out ofthe room and 
sat down to study, Itwas already 9 p.m, | 
was yawning profusely by 10:30. Iremem: 
bered that had not ironed my uniform, | 








NR CASS 


set about ironing. Then | brushed my 















teeth, polished my shoes and had ready 
the pens and pencils required for the test 
next day. 

{ay on the bed trying to recollect all 
that had studied, Soon, Ifound myself in 
the midst of a war. Somebody held my 
‘arms and | looked up to see a hefty 
pathan-ike man pushing me from the 
warfront 

‘Move, "he ordered. |had turned pale, 
Mystomach churned and | was overcome 
with tortor. 

"Where are you taking 
me?" | managed to ask 

He probably did not un 
derstand english | ried to 
speak to himin hindi 

He seemed to under- 
stand the language but 
merely gazed ahead. 

A tew feet away Babar, 
(don't ask me how I knew it 

| Was Babar, | am not so poor 
in history as to forget the 
‘aces illustrated in the 
books) was beheading 
lbrahim Lodhi 

Babar saw us coming 
and probably asked who I 
was, 

‘My captor supplied the 
answer. | heard the word 
Panipat’. And | knew | was 
witness to one of history's, 
mostimportant events, 

Soon, | found myself in 
a dark cell, | heard Babar 
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‘order something tothe Pathan. 

My captor puthis forefinger this neck 
‘and draw a line, | knew | was to be be- 
headed, But when? | must have dozed 
‘When | woke up | noticed that my captor 
was dragging me by my hair out of the 
cell, | screamed. 

“History, history," | heard myself 
sorearting 

| was sweating and when | got up. | 
realised that it had all been a dream! 


Samantha Iyer, 

Std. XI, Bishop Cotton Girls 
School, 

Bangalore 


DO2ING DANGERS 


T was in third standard then, My 
father had gone abroad and was 
returning that night, My mother and 1 





‘went to the airport to receive him. At 
the lounge in the airport I blissfully 
‘went off to sleep since my father's 
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flight was scheduled to arrive late in 
the night. 

I woke up when I‘heard some 
commotion. Tomy dismay I found my 
‘mother was missing from her seat. T 
wandered around the airport in search 
of her, 1 finally spotted my parents at 
the entrance to the airport. It was a 
thrilling experience for me. 

Jyotsna Sravanthi, age 11, 
KY, Kalpakkam. 


SAY CHEESE 


Once my father bought some 
T served 


cheese cubes from a shop. 


sg 
~ 
wwe 
Fe 





myself a few cubes. As 1 began eating 
the cubes, I noticed bts of cheese falling 
‘apart from the cubes, T asked my aunt 
what the bits were. She said they were 
probably cheese bits. But, I noticed 
keenly and found them moving. They 
were worms. I threw up instantly. 
Everytime I remember this incident, a 
chill runs down my spine. 
Rakhee R. Shenoy, age 12, 
DPYA HS, Mumbai 
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‘eera came sobbing to her 
teacher. “Miss my piano: 
set peneil box is missing." 


Mrs, Sheena, her class teacher, was 
surprised and shocked. "What?" 

She spoke sternly to the class. 
"Who has taken her pencil box?” she 
asked. 

All students remained 
silent. The 
children looked 
at each other 
while Meera 
stood crying 
dust then her 
mother arrived. 

Mrs. Sheena 
went over to talk to 
her with Meera 
Meera's mother was 
also upset. “Madan,” 
she said, “I asked her 
not to bring it to school. 
But she insisted. This 
was a present from her 
aunt for her birthday. 1 
request you to please try your best and 
find it. I'm really sorry for the 
trouble.” 

Mrs, Sheena promised her that she 
would, but Meera’s mother was very 
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M17 223. wae suffering from 

chest pain and the doctor 
had advised her to go on complete 
rest and walk only when absolutely 
necessary. | was visiting her for a va- 
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unhappy over the entire incident, 


Me" the class was getting 
restless, Mrs. Sheena wondered 
‘who could have taken the box. Could 
it be Sulekha, the quietest gil in class? 
Her face looked too innocent 

Finally she announced to 
the — class, 











“Whoever 

has taken it must 
leave it in my locker at the staff room 
before the school begins tomorrow 


cation and 
was having a 
wonderful 
time with her grandson, Shyam 
Shyam, the four-year-old boy and 
I were playing ‘Snakes and Ladders’ 
When my aunt made her way tenta- 
tively to the bathroom, She held on 
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morning." Mrs, Sheena’s thoughts 
were on the culprit even as she went 
home. She was unable to concentrate 
on her work. 


‘he next day, she went to school, 
allt earlier. As usual, she went 
to the staff room, left her bag and 
when she was about to go to her class, 
she heard someone open her locker. 
Immediately she hid behind the door 
of the next class. As she peeped out 
she saw Draveena rushing out of the 
room. She was shocked. 
Draveena always stood first in the 


to the door, the table 
and the chair as she 
walked past ourroom. 
Shyam who watched 
her progress said, 
“Grandma, do try 
walking upright. Ifyou 
are afraid of the ghosts 
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class. Besides, her father was 
a rich businessman, In fact, 
she was Mrs. Sheena's 
favourite. Then why did she 
do it? 


n the staff room, Mrs. 
Sheena called Draveena 
and asked her the reason. 
Draveena was too scared and 
said, “Miss, Meera had one 
day taken my maths classwork 
and refused to give it back. 
Only after | reported this to the 
maths teacher did she return 
it, Itook her pencil box as a revenge." 

Draveena was now weeping. 

“I'm sorry, miss, I'llnever do such. 
a thing again.” 

Mrs. Sheena then called Meera and 
advised them both. She also told them 
how revenge was bad. Draveena 
apologised to Meera and Meera said, 
she would never again do such a thing, 

Mrs. Sheena also made them 
promise that they would be friends 
forever, She was satisfied only after 
that 


J. Rashmi, age 12, 
‘Cluny Convent, Bangalore 





the bathroom, Iwill 
help you along.” My 
aunt burst out laugh- 
ing completely forget- 
ting her chest pain, 
tool 
Saji Gopal, 
Mumbai 
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ome scientists believe that 
{ y seals have evolved from be- 
ing a land animal to become 
sea animal, The seals have five toes, 
‘oneach limb, With evolution their hind 
limbs haverbecome mere protrusions. 
from their body and are used as pad- 
dies, They are amphibians and mam- 
mais with better developed lungs. 
Their lungs allow them to store more 
‘oxygen. Hence they can live in water 
for a larger amount of time. Their eyes 
have also enlarged during the evolu 
tion so that they can catch even the 
dimmest of light in the gloomy, murky 
waters. 
Seals are essentially 
creatures of icy 


N 


Fr. 


waters than sunny waters, 

Scientists have divided seals into 
three families - the eared-seals or sea- 
lions; the sea-bears or walrus and the 
seals. 

‘The searlion is big whereas the 
sea-bears are smaller. The sea-lions 
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In the wild: 


AT 


are hairy while the sea-bears have a 
oat of thick fur. This fur is much 
sought after for making coats. This 
variety of seal has ears and has a 
good sense of hearing. Seals seem 
to have to good ear for music. Their 
hearing is so acute that they amazed 
‘man by coming ashore on hearing 


music! 
7} more land-prone than the 
earless seals, The former 
enjoy staying on ice floes or on 
any site where they 
can get away 


he seals that exhibit hairs are 





‘The sea-lion’s land home is called 
a rookery, They rear babies in com- 
pany. The males arrive first. Like in the 
case of mating among all animals 
male seals too fight itwo seals choose 
the same female, The winner takes the 
prize! The gestation period of a female 
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ssea-lion is about a year. 

‘The rival bull seals tear each other 
apart with their teeth. Sometimes, their 
flesh is ripped and bitten away in 
parts. At the end of the contest the 
contestants exhibit torn flesh and their 
blubber is also visible, The cow-seals 
settle down to nurse their young ones 
while the bull-seals stand on guard. 
During the time of nursing, the cow- 
seals go on fast. The bull seals also 
goon fast, Sometimes this extends to 
‘even four months! The seals forgo 
food and water through all these 
months. 

‘The mother sea-lion is amazingly 
loving, She will swim two hundred 
miles into sea and hunt out food, On 
return she will hunt down her baby 
among a thousand baby seals clam 
‘uring for her attention. The mother 
seal can recognise her baby from its 
leat, Baby seals cannot recognise 
their mothers, 
a skins used 

in clothing 
comes from sea 
bears. Quite 
sometime back 
the sea-bears out- 
"The 


he seal- 


tio fur-eenls 
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numbered all sea 
creatures, prob- 
ably because the 
climate was con- 
ducive to their 
existance. The 
craze for fur has. 
seen a sharp de- 
cline in their 
population. To- 
day, there are probably ust a few hun- 
dred of them while there were two mil- 
lions of them, earlier 

The cruelty of man to beast goes 
like this - once is Russia, 700,000 seal 
skins were thrown into the sea in or 
der to keep the prices up. 

+ When a seal is hurt or loses its 
loved one, it sobs like a human be- 
ing. When her baby is hurt, the mother 
seal wails and tears stream down her 
cheek! 

Seals are organised hunters. They 
hunt in packs or alone. They will cor- 
ner a shoal of fish or salmon in shal- 
low water and then snap them up. The 
seal feed on crabs too. 

The sea's worst enemys man, The 
seal is also prey to the sharks and 
grampus. A shark can eat two seals 
at a time! There is a variety of seal 
known as the leopard seal which 
makes a meal of the ordinary seal 
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When hunted the seals travel 
inland, towards land. Man has 
killed seals that had come ashore 
for his survival. Once ship- 
wrecked sailors killed the seal 
that had come to land. They cut 
open the seal’s stomach 
and made a meal of the fish the 
seal had just eaten as 

meal! 









he seals can do without 
water for long stretches of 
time. It is their love of land 
that has brought their end, When a 
seal frequents a rookery it be- 
comes a prey to parasites. The 
parasites lie in wait for a weak seal. 

They attack the weak seal and 
sap them of their blood, If the seal 
cannot survive the attack it can die 
too. The seals can avoid the para- 
sites by searching out new rooker- 
ies, But the seals love visiting their 
‘old haunts thus endangering them- 
selves. 

An adult seal is about 20 feet 
long and weighs half of a walrus. 
‘An adult walrus is known to weigh 
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almost two tonnes, An adult sea-lion 
is about 13 feet long. Another variety 
of the sea lion is the sea-elephant 
Which are very agile in water but on 
land they are more sluggish than a 
sloth, 
The sea-elephants assemble in 
herds, When ittakes a fancy, they raise 
‘a chorus of roars, that can scare 
even the best of 
coura- 


geous 

‘men, But the sea-el- 
cephant’sroaris just that} They 
are_ harmless creatures, 

The seals and sea-clephants come 
ashore to give birth to their young 
‘ones. Mother seals are. very particu- 
lar about their baby's development. 
Baby seals exhibit a known dislike for 
water, The mother seal will push the 
baby into water though the baby ob- 
viously dislikes getting into water! 

The seals use their forelimbs as flp- 
peers while fanning themselves with their 
hind legs. The seals suffer from exces- 
sive heat. They dig outhuge trenches in 
sand and len them to cool themselves. 
‘They behave ike elephants, throwing up 
a otof sand all over their body. 

The seals are extremely inteligent 
creatures. They can be trained as 
pets. They look gentle and can do ac- 
robatics much better than even man! 
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moon in the sky. So, it was 

eerie. Tiny droplets of water 
fell on Vinod's cheek, Suddenly a 
flash of lightening lit up the area 
for a second; ther a clap of thun- 
der shook him up. He shivered 
even after the rumble had died 
down. It was darker than a dark 
night and fiercer than a dense for- 
est, There was a chill inthe air that 
went to his bones. 

Suddenly a gust of wind blew 
hard at him, He couldn't walk fur- 
ther. In the next flash of lightening 
he saw a cottage in a distance. It 
was a double-storeyed structure. 
‘Ah! Somewhere to rest, atlast!” He 
pushed himself forward in the di- 
rection of the cottage. It was a 
creepy-looking cottage. The walls 
were painted black and the huge 
door was made of rotting wood. "| 
wonder if the cottage is inhabited.” 

‘Rap, rap’ Vinod tapped on the 


I twas midnight, There was no 








cottage door. He waited. Suddenly 
the door opened with a loud creek. 
Inthe dark night the creek sounded 
even louder than the thunder clap. 
Vinod encountered an old, hag- 
gard, bony woman. She held in 
her paim an old-fashioned spirit 
lamp. 


he woman held the lamp 
against Vinod's face and 
peered at him. 

Then she asked in a gruff voice, 





“Who are you?” 

“| was passing this way. | am 
unable to walk further in this wind 
and rain. | need a shelter for the 
night.” 

“Come in," the woman contin- 
ued in her gruff voice. Vinod won- 
dered if he had detected a note of 
friendliness. 

Vinod entered the cottage. The 
wooden floor creaked under his 
weight. 

“Make yourself comfortable" the 
old woman said, pointing to the 
fireplace, Vinod sat near the fire 
and warmed himself. 

Alittle while later the old woman 
returned with a steaming cup of 
coffee. She invited him to take large 
gulps of the coffee. Vinod complied 





with her advice while looking 
around the cottage. 

The room was quite large and 
held antique furniture. They looked 
like 18th century pieces. The room 
led to another room and that led to 
another. To a corner was a stair- 
case which opened into a corridor. 
The corridor ended in a room 
Vinod's eyes fell on a big portrait 
hung on the wall. He looked at it 
with awe. The old woman who had 
left him alone with the coffee re- 


turned. 

saw him looking at the 
portrait. "He was a very brave old 
man." 


y husband..." she 


“How did he die?" 
Vinod asked. 

“He was a general 
in King Louis XVI's 
army. He was ex- 
ecuted during the 
French revolution. | 
then settied down in 
India." Vinod nodded, 
If that was her hus- 
band then the woman 
should be nearly 200 
years old! Before 
Vinod could train his 
mind in that direction, 
the woman said, "Do 
you like stories? 

“Of course | do." 
Vinod said. 

“Itis a ballad. Listen. 
to this : 
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“Long long ago in the castle of 
the moon, 

| went to live and not very soon 

The door opened, the floor 
creaked 

In came a man, a house he 
sought 

Itold him a story, he climbed the 
stairs 

He walked through the corridor 

He went to the room 

In sat a monster with a broom 

It crushed the man and made 
him its food.” 

Suddenly Vinod found himself 
climbing the stairs... he walked 
through the corridor... he stepped 
into the room... and inside lay in 
wait a monster... an ugly one with 
long teeth and dirty claws. It smiled 
at him. 

“No...” he screamed at the top 
of his voice. He found himself 
standing among the bushes. There 
was no cottage, no woman, no 
stairs, no corridor, no room no mon- 
ster... 

The raindrops lashed against his 
face as he walked on, cutting 
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through the darkness. 
S. Gouri, Vill B, 
Carmel Girls HS, Trivandrum 


When four gis of the smal vilage of 
Gopinath patna. in Orisa raised an alarm, 
young Santhosh, a class Vill boy jumped into 
the gushing rive: He managed to pull three 
Clthe gis ashore. The fourth gi could notbe 
found despite all his attempts. The fre bri- 
‘gade later rescued the gil who died in the 
hospital. Santhosh, who swam into the river 
and rescued the gis hal rom a poor feriy. 
His father ons a cycle repair shop. He adds 
to the family income by doing odd jobs. 

‘Apart from the bravery award which 
‘Saninost received from the then Prime Minis- 


ter HD. Deve Gowda, he was also honoured 
con August 15, '97 with a gold medal and a 


cash award, 
‘Suresh K. Anjum| 


WeLP! 
ET very 





little boy was very inter- 
ested in music, Often he 
found himself standing 
before a musical instru- 
‘ments shop. The owner of 
the shop, Ustad Gurbat Alli, asked the 
boy, "Why do you stand in front of my 
shop, day after day?” 
‘The boy said, "Huzoor, | want to 
learn to play the harmonium," 
The ustad then said, "Come to my 
house and | will teach you.” 
The boy then placed before the 











shop owner a pro- 
posal, “if you give me 
the key to your shop, 
| will clean your shop 
everyday for you. | will 
also dust the musical 
instruments for you.” 

The boy got the 
job. 


ne day the 

ustad ar 

rived at the 

shop earlier 
than usual. Sweet 
tunes assailed his ear. 
He found the boy 
* playing the harmo- 
nium. “Oh,” @x- 
claimed the ustad, “is, 
this the reason you 
offered to clean my 
‘shop? Who taught you 


these tunes?” 
“Noone. These 
are my own 
tunes,” the boy re- 
pliad fretfully, wor- 
fied he might lose 
his job. 
"I have to pun- 

Ish you for this,” 

said the ustad 
The boy was afraid. 

“Now choose a harmo- 
nium, This is my gift to you, beta," 
the ustad beamed. 

This young boy was none other 
than the famous composer, Naushad 
‘Ali, Naushad Ali has scored music for 
74 films, three TV serials and a total 
of about 700 songs. 

J. Rohini Raj, Vill A, KVIT, 
Chennai 
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WHO 
INVENTED 
THE 


w B 


co. one knows who first played 

| with a ball, Men have been 

J playing with balls since 

prehistoric times. Some early 
people wove reeds into round 
shapes. Others used leather 
stuffed with feathers, Usually they 
Used cotton or flowers for play- 
ing ball. When people saw an 
object being lifted by air, they got 
an idea. A blown-up leather ball 
called “Follies was used for catch- 
ing games. 


Balls have been made from 
many materials, depending on 
what was available in that particu- 


lar country. Japanese children 
played with balls of tightly. wad- 

ded tissue wrapped with a string, In- 
dians of central America had solid 
black balls of vegetable: 
gum. It is said that 
Columbus found them 
and took some of 
these balls to 
Europe ~ with 


ALL? 


him, 

Some peo- 

ple thought that 

balls create a lot of problem, as 

they believed in bad omens. 

But now lite kids play through - 
cout the day with a simple ball 

M. Ramya, age 12, 

rati PS, New Delhi 








MONTH OF 











hemonth gotits 
a 

dess Maia, Maia 
was not a well-known 
goddess but her fa: 
ther is supposed to 
have carried the world 
onhis shoulders. Yes, 
he was Atlas and his 
son Hermes was 
equally famous, 

In the mediaeval 
time, May 1 was cel 
ebrated in England by crowning a May 
Queen and dancing round a May-pol 

Al this paled into insignificance in 


1889, when communist countries 


Mother's day 


nthe USA, Mother's day is cel- 
l ebrated on the second sunday in 

May, This day came about as an 
effort of a woman about fity years ago. 
Children make greeting cards and give 
presents to their mothers. Candies and 
flowers also find a place in these gts. 
‘Some people wear carnations on moth: 
r's day. A coloured carnation denotes 
that the person’s mother is alive. A 
white carnation meant that the person's 









Labour statue, Chennot 
around the world began observing this, 
day as the day of labourers and de- 
clared it an international holiday. 


mother was dead. 

In England this is known 
Mothering day.’ This day falls on the 
fourth sunday after Ash Wednesday: 
(On that day sons and daughters living 
away from home follow an old custom 
wherein they all come home with flow: 
ers, cakes and candies for their mothe: 
‘Some present flowers blessed in the 
church on Mothering sunday. 

Fathers are similarly honoured on 
Father's day celebrated on the third 
sunday every June. 


| f you are found lazing in bed then 

















you may have to treat your friends 
to cakes or candies on Lazybones 
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Day. Itcomes about seven weeks alter 
Easter, It is the day for eating special 
lazybones cakes served hot and 
topped with syrup. Early in the morn- 
ing children march through the streets 
making as much noise as possible. 
They shout, whistle and bang on pots 
and pans, When they ring the bell and 
find a child stil asieep, they shout, “lar 
zybones!" The lazybone has to pay the 
others with candy and cakes. 

When everyone is awake, they all 
go to the market place and eat ginger 
breads, ice creams and lazybones 
cakes. 

Lazybones day started long ago, 
because of a man called Piet Lak, @ 
watchman who fell asleep while the 
enemies marched into the Netherlands. 
The day is celebrated to remind peo- 
ple to be always alert 


ike the Hinamatsuri of Japan for 
young girls, the young Japanese 
boys celebrate a boy's festivalon 


i] 





cer 


— 


5th May called 'Tango-no sekku.’ This 
festival encourages the development 
of manly qualities in young boys. Gi- 
ant kites depicting red and black carp. 
are flown on this day. Carp has been 
chosen as the symbol of strength and 
Virlity because the fish battles its way 
up the fast flowing rivers to mate and 
breed 





childrens’ game-ring around 

rosy-in which children form a cir- 
cle by holding hands and dance 
around. 

Grown-ups form circles and dance 
around trees. The tree has been re- 
placed by a pole. Since this dancing 
is usually on May 1, ithas been called 


| his dancing is an evolution of the 





maypole dancing, 
‘The pole is decorated with ribbons 
‘and beautitul lowers, This custom of 
celebrating May 1 probably originated 
from the spring festivals honouring the 
goddess of fertility in india and Egypt. 
Mediaeval England adopted this cus- 
tom by dancing around maypole, The 
custom has been carried over even to 
the USA, 
Visalakshi Ramani, Coimbatore 
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thee 
lived a king who was consi 
dered by his subjects as very 
intelligent and wise. His name 
and fame spread through to the 
neighbouring countries. People 
skilled in many arts would seek 
his recognition and rewards. A 
few of them came to the court to 
exhibit their own wisdom and test 


B 





the king, 


One day an artist 
came to the king's 
court. He brought 
three beautiful dolls 
made by him. All the 
dolls were exactly 
alike. He placed 
them before the king 
and said, “Oh, wise 
king, please examine 
them well and tell us 
which one of them is 

which is the worst and 


which is 
mediocre.’ 
The 
king cares 
fully exa! 
mined them. They were of 
the same height, weight and 
had the same features too. 
There was absolutely no 
difference in them, As the 
king was closely checking thé 
dolls, he found that one of the 
dolls had holes in both the ears: 
The king inserted a small match 
stick in one of the ears and moved 
the doll. The match stick came 
out of the other ear. 








In another doll, the king fount 
a hole in one of the ears and 4 
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hole in the mouth. When the 
match stick was inserted in the 
hole in the ear, it came out of the 
mouth, 

The third doll contained a hole 
in one ear only, When the match 
stick was inserted in the hole of 
the ear it went in and remained 
there, 

‘The king thought fora moment 
and then said, "Sir, you are a very 
clever artist, Iam glad that you 
are teaching the people some- 
thing profound through your art. 
These three dolls represent three 
types of friends. Every man re- 
quires a true friend to help him 
in difficulties, to listen to him in 
sympathy and keep his secrets. 

“Here, the first 
doll represents the 
worst friend, If you 
pour out your woes 
to such a friend, he 
pretends to listen to 
you, But he does 
not, He merely for- 
gets everything and 
cannot help anyone 
at all, 

“The second doll 
tepresents the kind 
of friend who may 
listen to you with 
sympathy. But he is, 
sometimes danger- 
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ous, because he tells everyone 
your secrets. 

‘The third doll represents the 
best kind of friend, Whatever you 
tell such a friend, you are sure to 
get a patient ear. He 
keeps the secret to 
himself and will 
never divulge it to 
* others, You are safe 
with such a friend,” 





The artist. was 












pleased with the 

king's explanations 

and praised his 
wisdom. 

Kavitha 

Jayaraman, 

Std IX, 

Vani Vidhyalaya, 

Mumbai 
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NAME THIS COLLECTION OF BIRDS 


Oo ver the years man has coined 21. A - - - - - of Swallows. 
special terms to describe the 22. A - - - - - of Starlings. 























birds in groups. Can you guess 23, A - of Larks. 
what they are? 24.A- of Nightingale. 
4 of Herons 25. A - --- - of Rooks. 
a. ~ of wild fowl. 26. A - - - - - of Choughs. 
3. A----- of Geese 27. A----- of Sparrows. 
eBoreaicid of flying 28. A -- - -- of Curlews. 
Geese Smt. Visalakshi Ramani, 


of Swans. Coimbatore 
of Ducks. 
of 

Mallards. 


of Teal 








of Pigeon. 
- of Hawks. 














of Quail 
of Patridges. 

of Peacocks. Answers: 1. Seige, 2. Plump, 3. 
of Chicken. ‘gle, 4, Skein, 8. Herd, 6. Bade! 
of Coots. %. Sord, 8. Spring, 9. Comp: 
fe 10. Cast, 11. Bevy, 12.Cc 
o lovers. 13. Muster, 14. Brood, 18. Cc: 
of Lapwings. 16. Congregation, 17. D 







of Snipe. 18. Wisp, 19. Fall, 20. Be 

21, Flight, 22. Marmuration, 26. 
of ‘Woodcock, altation, 24. Watch, 25. Building, 
of Murres. 26. Chaitering, 27. Host, 88. Herd 
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eep in the forests of 

Jayabalpore there lived a 

bandit called Sandalappan. 
He was feared by the people be- 
cause he frequently raided the vil- 
lages and towns and took away 
money and jewels. 

The policemen too were afraid 
of him, They tried all means to nab 
him, But he managed to elude all 
combing operations the police 
conducted in the jungles. They 
could not even sight him, let alone 
capture him. 

The common 
people, however, 
saw him quite often. 
They even talked to 
him 













NY 


‘One day he was at 
the vegetable market in 
Jayabalpore, and an 
admiring crowd gath- 
ered around him. 
“Are the police after 
you?" someone asked, 
“They are always after 
Moy 8 


me” said Sandalappan with a wide 
grin. “But they never seem to find 
me.” 


he crowd laughed. And then 
Sandalappan described how 
he had led the police on a wild 
goose chase. The crowd qutfawed 
gleefully. Then the bandit left, after 
expressing good wishes to the 
people gathered there. 

A palace attendant who was in 
the crowd rushed back and re- 
ported the matter to king 
Jayabalan. The king immediately 
summoned his ministers and the 
Chief of Police. 

The attendant was asked to ap- 
pear before the minister. The king 





JAYABALAN STORY 
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turned to Sigainasam, the home 
minister, and said: “You start the 
interrogation, for you are in charge 
of the police.” 

“Yes, your majesty” said 
Sigainasam with a bow. And then 
he turned to the attendant and 
asked: “Where did you see the 
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bandit?" 

“In the vegetable market, sir. 

“What was he doing there?" 

“Buying vegetables for his men. 

Solmannan, the minister for pub- 
licity, intervened. “What vegetables 
did he buy? 

Is that important?" Varisumai 
the finance minister asked. 

“Well, his strength and clever- 
ness may depend on the vegeta- 
bles he eats” said Solmannan. 

“He bought a lot of onions and 
apples," said the attendant 

‘Hmm... an apple a day keeps 
the doctor away” said Solmannan. 


ad \ nd | suppose an onion a 

day keeps the police 

away" said Ayalaan, the 
minister for foreign affairs. 

‘A couple of onions a day will 

keep almost anybody away’ 

said Ganabadi, the minister 

for heavy industry. Everyone 

laughed. 
"Well, enough of jokes’ 





the king said. “This is a serious 
matter. 

‘Are you sure it was 
Sandalappan that you saw?” 
Sigainasam asked the attendant. 

Yes sir," said the man confi- 
dently, "I could recognise him by 
his moustache. 

Degappiasam, the chief of po: 
lice, spoke up; “Your majesty, 
Sandalappan has a huge mous 
tache which he keeps curved and 
stiff as an iron rod by using some 
kind of paste. 

The king fingered his own mous- 
tache. "Is that paste avallable in the 
market?" he asked. 

"Maybe he makes it from herbs 
he collects in the forest" said 
Tholaipesi, the minister for commu 
nication 

‘Why didn’t you in. 
form the police as soon 
as you spotted 








Sandalappan in the market?" 
Sigainasam asked the attendant. 
“| tried to do that, but couldn't 
find any policeman." 
“Where were all your men?” the 
king asked the chief of police. 
“They were all in the forest look- 
ing for Sandalappan" said 


Degappiasam. 
id | Sigainasam, shaking his 
head sadly. "When the po- 
lice are in the forest the bandit is in 
the city." 
"And vice versa” said Ganabadi 
"What are you going to do now?" 
the king asked Degappiasam. 
"Give me three months time your 
‘majesty, and you will be surprised 
y what we can do" said 
jegappiasam. 
“All right, Degappiasam, we'll 
give youall the time you want" said 
the king. Degappiasam saluted 
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t's always like this" said 








smartly and marched out. Nobody 
saw him after that for many days. 

But Sandalappan was seen 
here, there and everywhere, He 
even took part in some functions, 
and made speeches. 

He always made some refer- 

ence or the other to his moustache 
when he spoke. On one occasion 
he said: “I have had many close 
shaves with the police, but my 
moustache is still intact.” This was 
greeted with a great burst of laugh- 
ter. 
. Alotof young men tried to grow 
moustaches like the bandit’s, but 
still Sandalappan had the biggest 
and stiffest moustache in the king- 
dom, 

‘One day a group of foreigners 
arrived in Jayabalpore and made 
it known that they wanted to meet 
Sandalappan. These foreigners 
were from the Bigness Book of 
Records, an organisation that iden- 
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ied and put on record the biggest 
in everything. They had heard 
about Sandalappan's moustache 


hey now wished to measure 
T it and assess its strength be- 

fore entering it in their book, 
They particularly wanted to check 
whether the bandit's moustache 
was bigger than that of Ivan 
Viskeroy, the Russian who held the 
record at the moment. 

Sandalappan who loved publi- 
city, suddenly appeared before the 
Bigness team one night. He lov- 
ingly fingered his giant moustache 
as he looked at the foreigners with 
a smile, He enjoyed the look of sur- 
prise on their faces, 

"Have you ever seen a beauty 
like this?” he enquired, grinning 
widely, His huge teeth gleamed in 
the lamplight. 

The Bigness team was suitably 
awed, “We hear that it is also stiff 
and strong” said one of then. 

"Yes" said Sandalappan 
“Watch!” He then took two limes 
from his pocket and stuck one on 
each tip of his moustache. They 
stayed there impaled on the curved 
ends. 


an hat is remarkable!” said 


the leader of the team. 

“Could you come here 

again in the daytime so that we can 

check it thoroughly? We will also 

have to make an accurate meas- 
urement of it." 
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"A pleasure” said Sandalappan. 

He raised his sword in a salute to 

the foreigners and was gone. 
Hardly had he left than another 


man stepped in, This was 
Degappiasam who was making his 
first public appearance in two 
months. 

“| heard you are looking for big 
moustaches” he said. “Take a look 
at this,” And he displayed an enor- 
mous moustache that curved like 
an'$' on either side, 





Karim: Which type of students 
are always calm? 

Ajay: B.Com students (Be calm) 

U. Jayashree (age 16), 

St.Annes College, 

Bangalore 
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In the two months he had been 
in hiding he had grown this mous: 
tache and treated it with a past 
that he had managed to get some 


how. 

T joyed at finaing two such 
specimens within a day. But 

they asked Degappiasam to come 

the next day so that they could 

compare his moustache with 

Sandalappan's. 





he Bigness team was over- 





The next morning a huge crowd 
had gathered to watch the contest. 
Sandalappan came swaggering in. 
Degappiasam arrived in a stiff 
march. They looked at each other 
haughty 

The Bigness team took out an 
inch tape and measured both the 
moustaches. Degappiasam's was 


half an inch bigger than 
Sandalappan's 
Ha!” said the bandit. “But can 


you do this?” He stuck two limes to 
his moustache. 
The crowd applauded, 


egappiasam slowly drew out 
two small oranges from his 
pocket and stuck them to his 
monstrous moustache. There was 
thunderous applause and a great 
deal of cheering 

The leader of the Bigness team 
lifted Degappiasam's arm high in 
the air. “The winner!” he declared. 

Sandalappan glared at every- 
body, and stalked away. 

At last | have beaten 
Sandalappan” said Degappiasam 
proudly. 

When the king and his ministers 
heard about this, they angrily sent 
for Degappiasam. 

But he had already left for 
‘America where he became one of 
the main attractions in a travelling 
freak show along with a four hun- 
dred pound fat man, a bearded 
lady and a forty year old midget 
who was just twenty one inches tall 

JANAKAN 


35 





was a great Deepavali for Priya, 
g Her father had just purchased 

anew computer for her. It was 
a sophisticated high-tech computer, 
capable of performing amazing 
things. Her father explained to her 
the various programmes the com- 
puter had the ability to perform, 

He also explained the working of 
the robots with the help of the 
computer, Priya learnt soon how 
helpful a computer could be in day- 
to-day life. She went to bed that 
night hoping to become an expert in 
nputer handling in the next few 
days. 

Priya tossed in herbed, The daily 
routine of getting up early had made 
her alert to the early 
waking up was so L 
pleasant, She turned 


morning sounds. She 
away from the light falling into her 








knew she must get up. 
Yersleeping that extra 
half an hour after 





room through the curtain, Suddenly 
she heard a voice. A gutteral voice 
saying thrice over, “It is six in the 
morning. Get up for school.” But 
Priya did not get up. A metal hand 
shook her up. 


spied and seared, she sat up, 
oO She looked at the robot that 
stood beside her, its arm on her hand, 
She stumbled to the wash basin still 
wondering about the robot. She 


LLL 





Lh & 


searched for her tooth brush. But 
there it was on the 

shelf with tooth- 

paste on it, All she 

iad to do was just 

brush her teeth. 

he thought, ‘I 

won't have to do 

this chore hence- 

The robot 





forth. 
will do it for me.’ 

She went to 
have her bath. But 
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bath in almost half the time it took 
her usually, ‘The robot had ironed her 
clothes, and placed all the things 
necessary for the bath too. She 
notived that even hershoes had been 
polished. She then hurried to get her 
‘books in order according to the day's 
time-table. But the robot was there 
before her, Her books and notebooks 
ay required by the time-table were 
4p her bag already. Happily, she left 
tus school. Life had been made easy 
for her. Her friends wanted to know 
why she looked so carefree. 








® 
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Priya told them all about the 
‘computer and the robot, Her friends 
asked her innumerable questions. 
‘They wanted to sce the robot and the 
computer, Soon they visited her 
house. Priya’s friends gathered 
around her. She was indeed lucky. 
For the computer had the names of 
all her friends and their birthdays in 
its memory, She wouldn't now forget 
to wish her friends during their 
birthdays. 











twas exam time. ‘The robot 

placed the correct books on her 
study table, On exam days the robot 
woke her up a little early so that she 
could study. Priya’s mother became 
dependent on the com- 
puter, It prepared the 
daily menu and accor- 
dingly the robot got 
ready the vegetables and 
other ingredients so that 
mother had just to cook 
the food. ‘The computer also ma 
tained the bank accounts. 

Priya’s father too depended on the 
computer. ‘The robot reminded him 
of his important meetings. Her grand 
parents also started making use of the 
computer, Ithad the right medicine 
ready for grandpa and helped 
igcandma in her sewing. On sundays 
and other holidays, the robot woke 
up the household at seven instead of 
the usual six o'clock routine. It 
reminded Priya that it was a holiday 
and she should be doing exercises. 
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1. A man who 
catches protein from 
true solution. 
2.4 man who sells 
vitamins and minerals. 
3. A government 
servant who leads the 





== 


life of a nomad. 

4. A man who 
maintains cleanliness 
in the world. 

5. A man whose 
livelihood depends on 
deforestation. 

6. A man who 


PUZZLE 








keeps watch when everyone sleeps. 
7. Aman who feeds the school chil- 
dren in the afternoon, 
8A man who makes one cry bit- 





terly, and makes you feel better after 
crying bitterly! 

K. Srinivasan, aged 14, 

Std XI, Neyveli 








‘Answers on Page 73 





Thus the computer became their 
way of life. Priya had become so 
totally dependent on it that she had 
become very lazy. 

One day the robot fell sick. Every- 
thing went wrong. Priya’s grand-dad 
who had been down with fever was 
administered the wrong medicine by 
the robot. The fever instead of 
subsiding had only worsened 
Cooking suffered when the robot 
placed sugar instead of salt on her 
mother’s cooking table. Errors crept 
into their bank accounts. Her father 
missed some important meetings. 








(Reamer was their way of life, 
they found it difficult to live 
without it, 

‘The worst was yet tocome. It did 
not wake up Priya on time for an 
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‘exam, She had to really rush at the 
last minute. 
Priya cursed herself for becoming 
over-dependent on the computer. 
Suddenly she heard her father's 
sharp voice, “Please get up. Itis al- 
ready after six in the morning.” She 
woke up. There was no robot beside 
her bed. No one had put the paste 
on the brush and left it ready for her 
to brush, She had to arrange books 
into her bag according to the time- 
table herself, [chad all been a dream, 
When she returned from school, 
she found a small PC on her table. 
Remembering her previous night's 
dream, she decided to use the 
computer effectively, but not become 
over-dependent on it. 
T. Ramya, age 12 
J.B. Khot HS, Mumba 
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Pink:Good. Cross the 
bridge free of cost. You 
can cross the bridge only 
if you land on a pink 
square, 

‘Red:Dangerous. You 
have to throw the some 
number on the dice to 
move again, Otherwise 
you remain just on the 
square you have landed. 

Green : Double luck. 
‘Move the same number 
of times by which you 
came forward, For 
example, if you land on 


HOW TO PLA area bya tps, thn ve saps 


‘Red staircase : You have to climb at 
Who you need least two staircases to do some good 
This issue of Gokulam, coins, dice, work during the tour. Itis a must. Once 
your time and interest you have reached the peak of the 

Method : saircase, place one of your coins there 

Youneedeight coins each ofthe same and climb down, 
colour. Two to seven people can play ot Some Musts : 
atime. Throw the dice and start the All players must visit all the stations. 
game. Move the coins according to the place a coin on the stations you have 








‘number thrown, visited. If someone does not have 
Significance of the colours : ‘enough coins he can use the box. You 
Blue :No danger, don't worry. can enter the red staircase only if you 


Yellow: Ifyou land on the yellow zone _ have landed on the purple box, 
with an even number on the dice there's Game conceived by Vijay Kumar, XC, 
no danger. Ky,, Picket, Secunderabad 
RIDDLES 2. What is the dlfferance between o 
=e hungry man andl a greedy man? 
abeweena 3. Three 








mn were under an 


4, What is the differes 


beautifil aie! and a monte? umberalla but none got wet, How come? 





4. What did one tonsil say to the 
other? 

5. Why is Sunday the strongest day? 

T. Gayathri, age 15, 

Belvoir College Int, Seilanlea! 


‘Answers on page 73. 
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‘The names of some 2. Telephone §, aeroplane 7. Computer 


famous scientists are 3. X-Ray De 
fiddenin the mace. Find. 4. Clecirie Bulb. viet ores 














9. Dynamo VuB,. 
them with the help of 5.TV 10. Fountain pen | St.Joseph's 
their inventions, Boys HS, 

1, Peneillin Calicut 






500 YEARS OLD! 
YJ Bx2BaGama wasa Portuguese navigator He adopted seafaring life a 
an early age, gaining experience in various expeditions along, the west 
coast of Africa. In July 1497 he was 
given command of an expedition to 
India, He sailed from Lisbon with 
three ships and a total crew of 170. 
‘The ships rounded the Cape of Good 
Hope (the southern tip of Africa) on 
November 22 and on Christmas an- 
chored off the coast of what they 
called Natal. From there with the 
help of a sailor from Gujarat he 
crossed the Indian Ocean and 
reached the port of Calicut on the 
Malabar Coast on May 20, 1498. 
That was 500 years ago. On his re- 
turn to Lisbon he was appointed the 
Viceroy of the Portuguese colonies in India. In 1502 he returned to India set up 
colony near Cochin. He died at Cochin in 1502. 
Script and illustration : J. Disney 
GOKULAM Moy 98 43 




















af was a lazy 
boy who wouldn't 
do any work and 
didn’t want to goto 
school either. To 
top itall, he was a 

lrar too. 

His mother did all the work 
at home. But, one day his mother 
was very busy and could not go to 
the town which was quite a few 
kilometers away from the village 
where they lived. So, she called 
Raju to her and gave him some 
money to buy a pot 

There were plenty of red ants 
along the way to the town. Raju 
happily skipped along to the town. 
He roamed the streets and finally 
purchased a pot that his mother 
had asked him to buy. He then 
walked back home. 

On the way in his merry mood 


he forgot the way the ants roamed 
about. He accidentally stepped on 
the path of the ants. He suddenly 
screamed in pain when an ant bit 
him.in his pain he dropped the pot 
which shattered when it touched 
the ground. Raju was frightened. 
His mother was sure to give him a 
good thrashing if she knew he had 
broken the pot. He wondered for 
sometime, It then struck him. 
d them. He then put them 
in small paper packets 
and returned to the village with the 


money. Raju’s mother was pleased 
that her son had found a way to 


e picked up the broken 
pieces and powdered 
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eke out a living 

The next day Raju returned to 
the town to buy a pot. But on his 
way to the town he was gheroed 
by angry villagers who had pur- 
chased the ant poison from him the 
previous day. The villagers said 
that Raju had cheated them by 
selling sand. 

They said the ants had not died 
after all, They wanted him 
to return. their 
money. But Raju 
thought he could 
still fool the villag- 
ers. He asked them 
how they had used 
the powder. They 
said they had spread 
it on the floor. 

Raju said, “You must 
have sprinkled the pow- 
derin the ant's eyes." The 
villagers only pounced on 
him once more. Indeed, 
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Raju realised he had made a 
fool of himself. The villagers 
were right. The ants were so 


small, how could you find their 

eyes? He was ashamed and had 

at last learnt a lesson, Raju stopped 

telling lies since then, He also de- 
cided to turn over a new leat 

B.M. MOHAN, Vill C, 

APSBHS, Bangalore. 
















will see the 
photo on your eraser. 
Itworks better on black and white 
photos that appear in newspapers. 








A photo of your favourite hero 
has appeared in the newspaper. If 
you tearit, mummy may scold. Here 
is the most cheap and simple way 
to copy the photo on your eraser. 

* White eraser (rubber), a few 
drops of coconut oil. 

Magic - Take the dry white eraser 
and apply a thin coating of coconut 
oil on one side. Place the coated 
side on the photo (size of the photo 
and eraser are interdependent) 
Press the eraser on the photo for 3 
minutes. Slowly lift the eraser, you 
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FALLING CARD 


Ask your classmate if he can 
catch a card when you let it go. Let 





aL 
to = 


=~ 





him hold his fingers on each side of 
the card, without touching the card. 
Let go the card, he will not be able 
to catch the card. 

* Any card (Post card, greeting 
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card...) will do. 

Magic - Hold the card in your left 
hand, as in picture; your right hand 
is ready to catch the card. Once you 
let the card go, you'll catch it with 
your right hand. You can catch 
because your brain can send “let it 
go” and ‘‘catch” signals to both your 
hands at the same time. But when 
you hold the card for your classmate 
to catch, his brain does not send 
signals to his fingers soon enough. 


REMEMBERING 
FACTS 


Forgetting important facts is 
human tendency. But it does not 
require a ‘large brain’ to remember 
them. 

Some teachers of maths re- 
member f to seven decimal places 
because they remember the 
sentence, “May | have a large 
container of coffee?" The number of 
letters in each word stand fora figure 
of x (pi). 

The picture shows how your 




















hands can help you to remember the 
number of days in a month, You 
imagine the names of the months 
‘on your knuckles and the places 
between them from leftto right. All 
the months which are on knuckles 
have 31 days, the others have 30 
days, except February, which has 28 
days, but in the leap year (once 
‘every four years) it has 29 days. 


COMEDY OF 
ERRORS 


If you have looked at this 
signpost and read the words as 
“India in the summer”, look at it 


Z 
yy 
a 
ae 


again. The fact is that most people 
read a number of words at once; 
they do not read every word. That 
the reason that they find it difficult 
to notice such mistakes like “the” 
in the signpost. IF you show this to 
your friends, some may read it four 
or five times to notice the second 
“the”. 




















J. Vinay, Bangalore 
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‘A wader once purchased a beautifal parrot 
and caged it. 















































‘The tader agreed. After all golden 


words ware rare to come by. 4 i 
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‘The parrot was perched far from bis reach, 
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You need: 
‘An empty thread reel, a cy- 
cle spoke, some twine, a reed 
from your household broom, a 
sheet of cardboard, pencil. 

Method: 

Take an empty 
thread reel. Make 
a hole of about 
tem with your di- 
vider, on one end of reel 
Weave the twine through this 
hole. (Fig.2) Insert the twine 
into the reel. Tie the 
ends of the twine 
toacycle spoke 
Bend the spoke 
slightly. You may 
use a thick bamboo twig if 
you cannot find a cycle 
spoke. Make a 1 cm split on 
the broom reed. Insert the reed 
into the reel and yank out the 
thread. Twirl the 
reed once and in- 
sert it into the 
reel. Now on a 
cardboard 
sketch out a cage on one 
side and a bird on the other. 
Insert the cardboard into 
the split end of the reed and 
pull the reed from below the reel, 
Your bird will seem to be inside 
a cage. 

R. Siddhartha, VIIA, St. 
John’s, Chennai 
GOKULAM day 8 








CREATIVE CORNER 















BOW DRILL 













PET PALS 


MY DOG 


Thad a dog whose name was Tony. 
It ran about me but was very lonely. 
Because I did not like it, 

I did not play with it. 

And because of this loneliness. 
It used to get into a fit. 














Then came one day 
when it had to die. 


I felt sorry for it 
and began to cry. 
I realised that my dog 

had been my trusted friend, 
But I did not know this until the end. 


So this is the message from me to the people out there, 


Love animals and show them that you care. 


Without love there is no humanity, 
To support this humanity you need to show animals generosity. 
Priyanka, Adusumalli, age 13, 

NASR School, 

Hyderabad 


Seaver : If my wife made me a sillionsine, 
Vd be the happiest maw on exrttil 
Yes, bur before I mer hen I was a muli- 
1 
Varsha Viswanathan, age 12, 
Kanikkamarha Convent, 
Palakkad, Kerala 
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Oz there lived a 
king who was 
crazy about the moon. 
He was so enchanted 
by the glowing softness 
of the moon that he 
decided to go to the 
moon. But, all his 
efforts were in vain, 
After much struggle in 
which he lost much 
wealth and the respect 
of his subjects he did 
reach the moon. 

Once on the moon, 
he found out that the 
secret of the beauty of 
the moon lay with the 
moon king's beautiful 
daughter. The king was 
‘so drawn by the moon 
princess’ charm that he 
wanted to marry her. 

The moon king, however, 
was hesitant. He said, “if I 
get my daughter married to 
you, then the moon will lose 
her charm. So, in memory of 
my daughter, I give you this 


~The king 
also realised that he had 
been wishing for the unreachable. 


| He returned home, very 
flower. Take this and leave for your disappointed rs 


fand,” 
Thus came to the world the first RM. Lakshmi, IV, 
alpine flower. Chetana Mat. HSS, Madurai 
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D. Lavanya, Vill Std. 


Coimbatore 
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Nithu James, Std V, 
Ladyhill Eng. Primary School, 





























‘A. Bhalresh Raj, 
IB, Sishya School, 
Hosur 
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May. It is one day when we. 
remember our mothers with gratitude 
and make them feel special. 

From dawn to dusk mothers are 
busy doing their work to keep the 
house in order. Here are a few tips to 
make them feel important every day of 
the year. 

For a change wake up before 


others day fas on the 
second sunday in 


mother. Surprise her with a cup of 
coffee and sandwich in bed 
Clean up her room or cupboard 
when she is away at work, 

Make a card when itis not her 
birthday and post ittoher and write 
allthe things you like about her and 
‘say a big thank you. 

‘Surprise her with a love note on 
the bathroom mirror, in her lunch box 
or in the sugar bow 

Volunteer to do small chores 

around the house. Lay the table for 


5 dinner, dust furniture or wash the | 


dishes. 
Every day take time to show’ 
1 you love her. Give her a warm 
smile, a bear hug or a huge kiss. 
‘Shoba Ranjit Singh, @, 
12720, Shenoy Road, Chennai 




















-year-old boy won nearly 
£200,000 in compensation on June 
20,1997 after a mountain guide was 
found to have been negligent in the 
accidental death of his father. 

Daniel Headley, was not born 
when his father, Gerald Headley, 41 
set out on the fatal climb of the 
north face of the Town Roude in the 
Mont Blanc range in France in July 
1990, guided by David 
Cuthbertson 

“Cuthbertson, made a serious 
mistake which gave rise to the 
tragic consequence which will live 
in the boy's memory for the rest of 
his life,” the high court found in its 
judgement. 
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A Dutchman madeh 
way into the ‘Guinness 
Book of World Records’ 
and won a substantial 
cash prize after setting a (¢ 
world record in pole- 
squatting ata German leisure 
park 

Wim Alaerds, 24, spent 
1,188 hours (about 50 days) 
atop a 2.5 m high pole at 
the Heide Park in the 
Lueneburg Heath, 2% 
beating a record of ~———" 
504 hours set by a 
German in 1981 

‘The Dutchman received a prize 
of $12,700 on June 20, 1997. 
Alaerds’ challenger Holger 
Sporleder, 28, of Germany fell 
asleep during one of the regula- 
tion 10-minute breaks. 
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The winner of Estonia's first- 
ever banana eating contest 
swallowed 10 bananas in three 
minutes. That is not all. Mait 
Lepik, ate the bananas without 
peeling them. 

The contest, organised by a 
wholesale fruit company in 
Tallimn, Estonia, stipulated that 
contestants couldn’thavea crew to 
peel the bananas for them. Lepik 
said the rules actually did not 
specify that the bananas had to be 
skinned. So, it was a straight 
victory for Lepik and the prize was 
a free trip to the Canary Islands. 


B’DAY WITH A 
AK 


Jakarta celebrated its 470th 
birthday with a 50 m long 
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barbecued meat, satay skewer. The 
satay, weighing 400 kg, prepared by 
100 people on a stainless steel 
skewer, was presented by the 
Jakarta Governor on June 21, 1997 
to 1,500 orphans present at the 
birthday bash in north Jakarta. The 
giant dish also received a certificate 
from the Indonesian Museum of 
Records. Jakarta had been saved 
from the Portuguese in 1527 by an 
indegenous prince. This prince 
then renamed the city Jakarta, 
meaning the ‘city of victory’, 
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Axrchaeologists have unearthed 

a Harappan city at Dholavira 
(Kutch, Gujarat). This discovery 
only proves that the Harappans 
lived in exquisitely planned towns, 
Suresh K. Anjum 
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‘willnotice that the development of brain 

has been much faster than the devel- 
‘opmentof the skull, Hence brain that 
developed turned into folds. 





folded brains than simple ones. 
Even among men the brains ex- 
hibit such variations. The brain of an 
African bushman (whois obviously more 
simple-minded than an average city- 
‘The bean inactive all the time bred man) will exhibitless folds than the 


f f . 
T i proper nara base caw Cratycl be clever cbbred man. Nel 


C lever animals will exhibit more 


ther the size of the skull nor the material 
‘ebrum. The cerebrum is a double 
: 
SO aad a tora Pebnosweracactoan revel how 


halt, Both halves look the 
same, Scientists bel 
the left halt is larger in the 
case of right-handed per- 
sons and the right half is 
largerin the case of the let- 
handed persons. 
Ifthe two halves of the 
cerebrum are separated, 
you will see a mass of 
white nervous tissue, running across 
{rom one side to the other. These tissues 
forma bridge between the twohalves of 
the brain and makes ther work as one. 
Bhavanais aright-handed person, som 
slightly larger to the left than to the right. 
Human brain exhibits many folds. Not 
allhuman brains flow the same pattern 
‘The more developed the brain, the more 
{olds itwillexhibit. You will see deep val- 
leys in each fold. The size of the brain 
has grown with evolution. The skull has 
also grown in size to accommodate the 
‘growth of the brain 
‘As you Go.up the tree of evolution you 


+ Learning ea tough process. Once you 
nave learnt something your brain keeps it intact 


GOKULAM Mey 98 59 

















much the brain is folded, Once upon a 
1 scientists beioved the size of a sku 
could tell them what kind of a man the 
person was. Ifthat were the case then 
Bhavana would prove to be less inteli- 
gentthan atigerora dog. ButBhavana 
's defintely more inteligent than a tiger, 
because she knows she has to atleast 


he main 
part of 
the brain that 
we use to 
think, decide 
and reason is 
the cortex. 
Quite some- 

time back, a 

scientist who did research in brain 
could only tell the various parts of 
brain. But today, scientists have 





mapped the brain to show its differ- 
ent partsand the jobs they perform. 
In right-handed persons the right 


climb a tree if she were confronted by a 
tiger. She also knows that her pet dog 
would wag its tal she were merely to 
look ati 

Since the brain is folded, i it were 
taken outof the skull and examined you 
willnotice the size ofthe brain is perhaps 
much larger than the size of the skull 
Thus a small skull can hold quite alarge 
brain. The brain consists of an outer 
layer, which is grey and an inside layer 
which is white 


T he grey layer which covers the brain 








always dips down and up again 
wherever the brain is folded, The 


partis more involved in creative and 
artistic abilities like painting, draw 
ng, writing and playing music, The 
left side tends to take over the logi- 
cal and rational thinking like sol 
ng mathematical sums, doing sci- 
entific experiments, playing chess 
and working out what to say. In le 
handed persons this could be the 
other way round. The frontal lobes, 
of the brain are more involved in 


}) matters regarding personality. 


The motor control is that part of 

brain which controls muscle move- 

‘ments in the body. In ordinary lan- 

guage the motor cortex works as a 
‘Te sense of touch teaches yous lt 





grey layeris often called mantle. Itis the 
memory bank.The grey colour of the 
brain is because- the grey layer contains 
only nerve cells. The white layer of the 
brain contains only nerve fibres. 

Before | talk about a human brain, let 
me tell you something about my evolu- 
tion. Thereis the cerebellum and the cer- 
‘ebrum. In human brains the cerebrum 
has grown so much that the cerebellum 
has become very small. The cerebel- 
lum is large in dogs, fish and rats. 

The nerves and the nerve cells that 
are responsible for vision, sense of hear- 
ing etc. are all in the grey cells or man- 


messenger between the nerve ends 
inall parts of the body and the brain. 
Tiny electrical blips called signals 





come into the brain from the eyes, 
earsand other senses. Motor signals 
then go out to tite muscles. 

‘The stomatosensory cortexis the 
touch centre. It receives informa- 
tion from all over our skin about 
things we touch, and whether 
feel hot or cold, hard or soft, or 
whether they cause pain. 

The visual cortex receives and 
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+The dog's sense ot hearing is very acute 


processes information from the 
eyes. It works out shapes, colours 
and movements and identifies what 
‘we see. tis the olfactory cortex that 
sorts out smell signals from the nose. 
The gustatory cortex isa part of the 
touch area and receives taste signals. 

Information from our earsin the 
form of nerve signals travels to the 
auditory cortex. There it is sorted 
out and analysed. We can identify 
sounds by comparing them with the 
sound patterns in our memory 
banks. When a strange and unusual 
sound is registered by our mind, we 
turn our head to'see what made the 
sound, 

Science has brought about more 
information regarding the brain. A 
scanning method called PET (Posi- 
tron Emission Tomography) helps 
to scan the brain and study about 
the brain. The scan shows where the 
brain is busiest and most active. 





tle. When Bhavana sees an object, im- 
mediately her eyes send a message to 
the nerve centre in the brain which also 
registers the image. The brain's grey 
cells then define that image. The co!- 
‘ours are identified, the object is identi- 
fied asa tree ora balletc 
Atthe same time, the nerve cells also 
identify the shape of the object, the pri 
mary colours and the secondary colours. 
‘further function of a human brain is that, 
the nerve cells bring to memory al that, 
the brain remembers about the particu- 
lar object. Thenextstep of the cells isto 
activate the thinking process of the brain 
B derstanding of what she has just 
seen. Shehas understood the col 
‘our of the object, She has also remem- 
bered all the things related with the ob- 
ject. She has recalled to her memory al 
that she has learnt so far about the ob- 
ject. 

She might ook up for more details 
about the object it she wanted to know 
more about it, Then, even this informa- 
tion gets registered in the grey cells of 
her brain. 

If Bhavana is istening to music, her 

* Cow ylelés moremitk when ittstens to music 


ynow Bhavana has a perfect un- 





brain is trained to grasp the gist of the 
song, The grey cells then work speedily 
to recognise the tune, the words and un- 
derstand the meaning of the words. If 
Bhavana has heard this song before the 
brain's grey cells automaticaly relay like 
record player the music from memory. 
So itis with taste and sme. 

Every child enjoys using fingers to 
learn. The brain learns much from the 
sense of smell too. When the object 
Bhavana feels is smooth, the grey cells 
then find a simiiarty between this feeling 
and an already registered feeling. So, 
Bhavana comes out with a phrase like 
“as smooth as sik’. This is all because 
of the grey cells. 

This understanding develops further 
and Bhavana now picks up a paper and 
apenciland puts down her thoughts on 
paper. recalling each letterand word she 
has learnt so far, Now let us look at a 
vulture, The vulture’s vision is trained to 
find a prey. Butit certainly does not see 
the beauty of watching the world from 
such a high point. His vision can only 
spot the prey, not comprehend the 
beauty ofthe vision it beholds, 

‘A dog has an acute sense of hear- 
ing, Buthe cannot discriminate between 
‘bad sound and a good sound. Aman 
canon the other hand, differentiate be- 
‘tween music and noise. He even recip- 
rocates-either by appreciating the sound 
he heard or by criticising it. 

Though science has proved that the. 
cow will yield more milk when it hears, 
music, and that a tree grows well if mu- 
sic is played to it, there is no equivalent 
tothe human brain which isinfintely bet, 
terendowed. 
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nce while 
(?) ‘Akbar was 

with his 
ministers, Akbar 
could not resist taking a dig 
at his courtiers. Besides, it 
was a long time since he 
had tested Birbal’s wit. 

So Akbar called out to his 
servant. "Get mea piece of 
charcoal from the palace kitchen.” 
The servant ran to do as he had 
been bid. 

Soon the servant returned with 
apiece of charcoal. By now, many 
of the courtiers were talking among 
themselves. One courtier asked, 
“Why does the emperor want a 
charcoal?" Another courtier sup- 
plied, “Perhaps the ink in the royal 
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household has dried 
up.” 

Birbal too was sur- 
prised butkepthis coun- 
sel. When the servantre- 
turned with the charcoal 
Akbar said, "Draw a line 
‘onthe floor with the char- 


coal.” 
f I N obeyed the 

king's orders. 
The murmurs that had 
died down with the ar- 
rival of the servant, be- 
gan again. 

The king waited til 
the servant had finished. He then 
asked his courtiers, “Can you make 
this line shorter without touching it?" 


AND Alll the courtiers merely 


he servant 


stared, How could you 
make a line shorter with- 
out rubbing off a portion 
IAT oi reine? 

The king was known 
for his peculiar ideas but 
this was too much. When 
none of the courtiers 
could raise to the challenge, the king 
tumed to Birbal and said, "Birbal, 
have you too failed in this test?" 

Birbal rose from his seat. He 
picked up the charcoal piece and 
drew alline longer than the first line 
alongside the first line. Akbar con- 
ceded Birba'’s brilliance and re- 


warded him richly. iy praveen, 


Pondicherry 
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jere was quite a lot of noise 

as students of standard 

VIII, section J rushed out 
of the class. Sometimes, it was 
amazing that there was not a 
stampede in the mad rush to get 
out of the classroom. This was 
usually the routine every friday 
evening. Today, however, there 
was more excitement than usual. 
Fifteen girls were going on their 
first camp. 

“Suji, Gitu,” yelled Sowmya over 
the din. “Come over to the cycle 
stand.” 

The twins pushed their way 
through the crowd towards the 
cycle stand. 

“Hi, Gouri,” they greeted their 
friend. 

“My, I'm so excited,” said Gouri, 
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cycling towards the school gate. 
“This is simply wonderful. We can 
have lots offun together, Noseniors 
or prefects bossing over us, no 
inscrutible, unfathomable text- 
books, no dictatorial parents read- 
ing out a list of do’s and dont's 
‘Oh! How I'm looking forward to it 
al 





“Look here, Gouri, We are only 
going away for two days and we'll 
have our scouts and guides lessons 
too,” said Sowmya. “And I have 
to go about in that awfully tight 
uniform of mine.” 


MT ve always advised you to try 

T dieting, but do you listen?” 
teased Gitu. “As for 
the uniform, you 
can't dress like a 
punk rocker, I'm 
afraid.” 

She got a punch 
for this from her 
friend. Sowmya was 
slightly plump and was immense- 
ly fond of food. Everyone loved 
her for she had a heart as big as 
her appetite. 

“You know,” said Suji adjusting 
her glasses over her nose, “I think 
the best part of it all is, we will be 
cycling all the way to camp ‘Tone- 
kela.” 

“Yeah,” agreed Gouri, “You've 
got anice, snazzy new sports bike 
It's real cool!” Suji nodded, smi 
and again adjusted her glasses, 

Inher spectacles, she appeared 
rather studious. She was voracious 
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reader. She was thorough with all 
the novels by Agatha Christie, 
Perry Mason, Nancy Drew and 
Hardy Boys, not to mention Sher- 
lock Holmes, of course. So ena- 
moured was she by these novels 
that she expected adventures to 
happen in everyday life. Her 
friends often teased her that she 
could doa thesis on mystery novels. 

Gitu, unlike her twin was 
naughty and witty. She was well- 
known al over the junior school for 
her boisterousness and the pranks 
she played on poor, unsuspecting 
teachers, 


T twins were very similar to 
look at and only those who 


knew them 
well could tell 
them apart. 

Gouri was easy-going, intelli- 
gent and sensible but a little 
absent-minded. She was very 
different from the rest of them. 
The four were close friends. 

“So long! See you tomorrow!” 

“Don't forget, 6 o'clock sharp.” 

The twins waved to their 
friends as they turned into their 
driveway. 

“We are in for a thrilling time,” 
said Suji to her sister. “I've got 
the feeling in my bones.” 

“Don't expect to have an adven- 
ture in a quiet place like Tone- 
ela,” giggled Gitu, 





Fill up the boxes with the clues given below. 
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‘Tonekela is a small place situ- 
ated near Avadi, in the suburbs 
of Chennai, 


he next morning dawned 

bright and clear, ‘The four 
girls were up looking forward to 
having a marvellous time. 

At six sharp, all the 15 girl 
guides assembled in the school 
assembly hall, chattering happil 

“Hello, fellas!” grinned Gouri, 
walking up to her friends. She 
struggled unsuccessfully to stifle 
an enormous yawn. 





itu nudged her twin and 
whispered hoarsely, “Looks 
like Gouri has made quite 
an effort to get here on time.” The 
others giggled. 
After instructions from their 
teachers, the group set out on 
their cycles. 
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“Gouri, I hope you haven't for- 
gotten your scout rope,” wheezed 
Sowmya as she pedalled, 

“Tam not that silly, Sowmy. 
And see... Gosh! Seems like I've 
forgotten my whistle.” 

“See, I knew this absent- 
minded professor would do some- 
thing like this,” groaned Gitu. 
“We have already come halfway 
and we can’t even turn back.” 

“Hey!” Gouri suddenly cried out, 
looking back and waving franti- 
cally. 

“That looks like my brother.” 
She turned back and waved exci- 
tedly, “Manish bhaiya...” 

“Idiot,” yelled Gitu. “Watch 
out... hey...” The rest of the sen- 
tence was drowned in a loud clang 
of metals... “aaah... al 

To be continued 
P. Kavitha, age 13, 
PSBBSSS, Chennai 
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great many years ago, 
there lived a very fook 
ish cat. It preyed upon 
small birds which came to 
eck the grains in the wheat 
field 

‘Once a sparrow flew to 
the wheat field and set 
about pecking the grains 
unaware of the cat. The 
catthathad been lying in 
wait for such an unsus- 
pecting prey, grabbed the 
poor sparrow inher claws, The 
sparrow panicked and feared her 

life was at an end. 

‘Are you going to eat me up?" she 
asked gathering courage. The cat re- 
plied. “Yes.” He lickedhis lips, making 
his intentions clear. 

“Oh, really? But don't gentle cats 
wash their faces before meals?’ asked 
the sparrow. The cat liked himsetf to 
becalled gentle. He dropped the spar- 
row and started to wash his face. 

Guess what the sparrow did! She 
flew off and the cat looked at the lost 
chance cursing his foolishness. Hefelt 
miserable. 

Since then cats wash their faces, 
not before, but after meals. 

Vijay Srinivas Pai, age 13, 
St. Mary's Eng. HS. Mumbai 
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ANIMAL SACRIFICE 


Last month on a trip to Guwahati, | 
visited the Kamakhya temple. | was 
shocked to see brahmin priests sacri: 
ficing pigeons and goats to please god- 
ddess Kamakhya. The bleats of the terri 
fied goats made me wonder how many 
more were to be sacrificed. Why are 
animals being killed? Is a goddess 
pleased with the death of one of her own 
children? Such cruelty and injustice in 
the name of god should be put to an end. 

Some people, | heard also bathed in 
the blood of the sacrificed animals 
because such a bath will purty them! 

Siddharth Sahoo, age 12, 
The Modern Academy, Calcutta 


Pollution — a curse 


The environment is dittied only by 
humans. Take the sea. It is a huge rub: 
bish bin. Every year millions of tonnes 
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‘of rubbish is dumped into the sea. This 
includes glass, tins and waste food. 
Beaches get polluted when the rubbish 
is washed ashore by the seas. Some 
‘beaches are unfit for swimming because 
of the polluted waters, 

‘Much of the pollution in seas comes 
from oil too. Oil rigs spill il into the sea, 
Besides waste from sea shore oil 
refineries are let into it, 

‘When fossil fuels are burnt, carbon- 
di-oxide is given off, There is already 
carbon-di-oxide in the air. It is one of 
the gases which creates green-house 
effect. Too much of carbon-di-oxide is 
dangerous to earth. The earth may 
‘warm up and it may affect the climate. 
We have to find other means of energy 
rather than depend on fossil fuels, 

Vehicular traffic that emit carbon 
monoxide has increased, endangering 
the atmosphere’s precious reserves of 
oxygen, 

To improve the situation discarded 
bags, bottles and tins can be recycled 
to keep the environment clean, 
Shouldn't we gather all the waste from 
‘our house and put it into recycling bins? 
This will ensure a better and safe future 
for the coming generations. 

Rahul Menon, Vill - A, 
Sri Shankara Vidhyashram, Chennai 
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INDIA IN 2025 A.D. 


The year 2025 is merely 28 years 
away. By then, we must be prepared 
for a water-scarce earth. There may be 
ro greenery and we may have to survive 
‘onhorrible capsules and tablets instead 
of food, Robots will have overtaken us 
There will be robot-controlled fighter 
tanks, armoured planes and tankers. 
‘Mankind will have to contend with over- 
sized fruits and vegetables thanks to the 
indiscriminate use of fertilisers. There 
may be no difference between day and 
night because the earth will be perma- 
nantly enveloped in a smog. But we will 
be sending spaceships to the planets! 

The earth’s gravitational pull may 
have reduced considerably. Birds will 








be disoriented because things without 
wings would be flying past them. Like 
the mineral water available in sealed 
bottles we will be taking swigs of fresh 
air from sealed bottles. 

Petrol would cost a princely Rs. 600 
per litre; an LPG cylinder would cost 
Rs, 5000. Shortage of electricity would 
‘mean a ban on electric stoves. Food tins 
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will include protein paste, carbo- hydrate 
crisps, B complex rolls, fried vitamins 
etc. 
twill be the age of buttons. Tele- 
studiscope will do my homework for me, 
Robots will carry my books to school, 
‘Archana A, Gudi, VIC, 
St. Joseph’s Convent HS Camp, 
Belgaum 


Indian youth, 
quo vadis? 

The youth of pre-independence 
India had a fixed goal, They looked up. 
to a leader and knew what they were 
aifming for. But the youth of today seem, 
to have no clear purpose. The young 
men roam the streets. They are a disillu- 
sioned tribe. They spend their time eve 
teasing, bullying the old and the infirm, 
and revelling when they should be 
trying to make a future for themselves. 

It was India which regarded women 
a ‘sisters’ or as ‘avatars of one’s mother’. 
Yet, it is in India today that a woman 
‘cannot venture out alone without being, 
teased by men. 

Everyone wants to better his or her 
life, There is nothing wrong in this pro- 
vided there is no conflict betwen better- 
ment of one’s life and betterment of the 
nation. One should not be at the 
expense of the other. 

Is cinema the culprit? Cinema is a 
man-made medium. How does man 
then go beserk aver a cinema where the 
hero does acrobatics that no human can 
perform in real life? Instead of inspiring, 
‘good thoughts in men how can a medium 
help breed bad men? Oh, Indian youth, 
quo vadis? Where are you headed? 

TA. Seethalakshmi, age 13, Chennai 
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(my arie Curie is one of the few 
solrtts to be awarded 
nobel prize in two different 

fields - physics and chemistry. 
Born into a poor Polish family as 


Manya Skiodowska, Marie could 


have hardly believed that she 
would one day achieve such a rare 
distinction. Manya was three and 
was playing at home when a for- 
tune-teller who happened to come 
along that way predicted that 
Manya was destined to bring fame 
and glory to her family. She also 
predicted that Manya would be 








world famous. Such su- 
perstitions were hardly 
acceptable in Manya’s 
household as she came 
from a very ordinary fam- 
ily in Poland, 

Manya was born to a 
couple who taught chil- 
dren. Manya’s father 
taught math and physics 
while her mother was the 
principal of a girls school, 

Manya's family actively 
participated in furthering 
the Polish language and 
its culture, They were a 
very patriotic family. 
Manya's background thus 
bred in her a love for sci- 
ence, 

Manya had an elder 
sister. Since the family was 
poor they could not afford 
to send their children 
abroad for higher educh- 


ERSONALITY 


tion. But the sisters were deter- 
mined to study. Manya took up 
position as a governess and 
helped her sister pursue her stud- 
ies abroad. Manya's sister trav- 
elled to Paris and studied medi- 
cine. Soon, the elder girl took up a 
job and helped Manya to come to 
Paris. 

Manya left for Paris in 1891 to 
study physics. She topped her 
class and followed it up with a 
course in maths in which she 
stood second, Manya was 
initially due to return to Po: 
land, But, she met Pierre 
Curie and decided to stay 
back in Paris and become 
his wite. After her marriage 
she came to be known as 
Marie Curie. 

Pierre Curie who was also 
a scientist, was working on 
piezo-electricity. Marie Curie 
pursued her studies and be- 
gan to look for a proper re- 
search topic. She decided to study 
the ‘new phenomena’ discovered 
by Becquerel. 

She spent much of her time in 
her husband's research laboratory 
where she showed that radioactiv- 
ityis an atomic property of uranium, 
Her research led her to discover 
that thorium emitted rays similar to 


uranium, 

v1 
M | the radioactivity of pitch- 
W®) blende and chalcolite was 
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arie Curie discovered that 


more intense than uranium or 
thorium. In her research Marie 
Curie had the support of her hus- 
band, Sometimes, Pierre Curie left 
his own research to help her in her 
work. 

The couple worked day and 
night. They were not aware of the 
harmful effects of radioactive ele- 
ments, So, they took no precau- 
tions against radioactivity. Many 
years later when her diaries and 





notebooks were discovered they 
were found to be highly radioac- 
tive and are even now considered 
too dangerous to handle. 

In July 1898, a year after the 
birth of their eldest daughter, Irene, 
(who also won a nobel prize for 
physics) the Curie couple an- 
nounced the discovery of polo- 
nium. The element was thus 
named in memory of Marie Curie's 
native country. 

In December 1898, the couple 
gave the world another new ele- 


n 


"There is no greater torture than 
Waiting for results after exams- 
Science or commerce, humanities 
or arts, 
Tt keeps nagging at our hearts. 


This is the time for all kinds of 
numerology, 
After all it is human psychology. 
They work so hard on my number 
Had I done so for exams, I 
wonder! 


Dreams also cast their vote for 
The no (self) confidence motion. 
In some I am rejected, in some 
applauded, 
Will I bung the exams or be 
rewarded? 
[In the end 
I neither enjoy my holidays, 
[Nor do I utilise it in useful ways, 
[Tt turns out to be a mere waste! 


“B.S. Dwaraknath (age 15) 
. ‘Coimbatore 





‘ment, more radioactive than the first 
This element was called radium. This 
was alot of hard work. The Curie cou- 
ple isolated pure radium from waste 
‘ores rich in uranium. They had the ores 
shipped from Bohemia to France. 

From several tonnes of ores only 
‘one-tenth of a gram of radium chlo- 
ride could be obtained. In 1903, 
Marie Curie presented her thesis and 
became the first woman to be 
awarded a doctorate in France. The 
‘same year, she won a nobel prize in 
physics jointly with her husband and 
another Scientist Becquerel. This was 
for their work in radioactivity, 


y 1904, the Curies were found 
to be suffering from radiation 
sickness. They had lived in in- 

tensely radioactive atmosphere for so 
long that it started to tell on their 
health. However, what the sickness 
was due to was discovered much 
later 

Pierre Curie died in a street acci- 
dent in 1906 and Marie Curie contin- 
ued as a professor of physics at the 
Sorbonne where her husband had 
worked till his death, Marie contin- 
ued her work of isolating radium from 
polonium. 

In 1911, she was awarded a nobel 
prize in chemistry for separating ra- 
dium from polonium. She organised 
X-ray services for multary hospitals in 
1914, during world war Tata time when 
radiography was not known at all. 

She died at the age of 67 from 
leukaemia which was diagnosed as 
due to exposure to radioactivity. 
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he joy of having a pet is very little 
compared with the joy of taking care of 
him. A pet is a dear, alright but if you 
don't know what makes it lovable then you cannot 
handle it. Here are a 
some guidelines to > 
follow. 
These listed items 
may vary for different 
pets, but the general 
rules remain the same 
Some people may 








have had the fortune of living on big farms. They 
would have watched a variety of animals from 
calves, to chicken growing up. 

Most of usare city-bred. So if you have cousins 
living in the village ask them how itis living with 
a large number of animals. 

Meanwhile, here are some tips on handling 
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pets. 

Your pets must be 
clean and healthy 
Your dogs and cats 





must have a bath at 
least once a week. You 
may either douse him 
with a hose pipe or 
bring him into the 
bathroom and wash 
him like you wash 
yourself. Most animals: 
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that become pets seem 
to evade the bath. 


entice your pet by placing a 

biscuit or a piece of food close to the 

bathroom. Your pet will fall for this line. Wash 

hey behave your pet with a mild soap, After the bath, rub 

much like him down with a towel, Keep the towel separately 
children who don't wish and wash it separately. If your pet is docile enough 
to bathe themselves. you may dust him with boric powder. This wil 


So it needs much keep off fleas and lice. 
cajoling and petting. If you notice a scab or wound on your pet, 
Some: times, you can then wash the scab with a mild disinfectant and 
water, Apply ointment and see to it 
that the dog does not lick it off. If the 
wound won't heal take him to a 


veterinarian, 

Dogs like the pomeranian grow 
shaggy. So, take time to trim its hair. 
You may need special scissors. 
Disinfect your scissors before and after 
trimming, Have your dog collared. 

‘Trim the nails of your dogs and cats. 
Do not wash the face of the dog like 
you do it for yourselves. Pets dislike 
soap getting into the eyes 

Consult a veterinarian about the 
injections your pet must be 
administered. Pets must be cared for 
exactly the same way as human 
beings. Your parents administered 
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with sugar and salt and take 
him to a veterinarian, 

Do not give your pet stale 
or left over food. This too 
could lead to many digestive 
problems in the animal, You 
must take your dogs for a walk 
regularly. ‘They need fresh air 
and exercise, 

Your pet cat deserves the 
same treatment as your pet 
dog. Trim its hair and nails 
regularly. You must do this in 
your own interest 







you a series of Otherwise 
injections and when you play 
medicines when you with your pet 
were a child you may end up 
with scratches. 
Yor petite unto If you have 
you for protection, birds as pets, you 
He has been removed must be aware that 
from his natural your pet's cage 
surroundings. So, must be cleaned 
manyatime,he cannot every alternate day. 
protect himself. So, The bird's feathers 
don't forget togivehim must be trimmed 
medicines — when periodically, i youdon't 
required want your bird to fly 
If you notice your away. Feed your bird 
dog eating green regularly and place the 
leaves, then it- is cage where the cats cannot reach them. 
because it is having a 
upset tummy. Your TX 2 of them, Pets are lovely to have 
dog can take care of Ml around home. But without proper care, 
this particular problem. neither your pet nor you will be happy. Take 
Butif this habit persists care of your pet and he will be your friend for 
give him water mixed _ life, 
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Have separate bowls for your pets to place their 
food. Wash them after meals separately. For 
caged birds, place water in large bowls. Birds get 
thirsty and if they don’t get water, they may die of 
dehydration. Have a large cage for your bird. It 
needs a lot of place to walk around and exercise 

Your pet cat and dog may need warmth during 
winter. Have an old blanket for your pet. He will 
love your thoughtfulness, Do not allow your pet 

to sleep on your bed. This 
is a bad habit and if your 
pet becomes accustomed 
toil it may become a big 
problem. 
If you have an 
aquarium, you must 
know that the water in 
the aquarium should 
be changed every- 
day. Fish live on 
oxygen dissolved in 
waier. They may 
die if 



















you do not 
change water. Place 
plenty of food for your fish. They 
cannot hunt for worms unless you 
provide them. 





f you have a gold fish, change it 

from your bowl into a larger 
aquarium when you notice the fish 
has grown. Gold fish grow well in 
an aquarium. Do not use chemically 
treated water for your pets, They 
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cannot survive on such 
water. Handle them 
gently. Do not be 
rough. 

Before you opt for 
a pet, learn as much 
as you can about the 
pet. Talk to friends 
who own pets and 
read up as much as 
you can about the 
pet's lifestyle in its 
natural surroundings. 
When you take on a 
pet, take him to the vet 
first and have him 
checked and inocu 
lated. Start your 
friendship with your 
pet as you would with 
a human being. You 
will enjoy the relation- 
ship. 
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The adventure so 
farew 

A group of twelve 
children are on a trip to 
Mahabalipuram for an 
overnight party. A couple of 
adults accompany the 
children. Though it starts 
off'as a wet weekend the 
spirits of the children 
are high. — Th 
children stumble 
into an adventure 
when the adults 
find an abandoned 
boat. Three thu = 
hold them hostage when the 
children try to snoop around the 
boat. The thugs who threaten the 
children with dire consequences in 
mid-sea are then taken away by 
coast guards. 


it 
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famrata was sitting by 

herself when I made my 
way out of the 
sleeping bag. 1 
asked her where 


the others were. 
She said they had 
gone shell hunting. I wanted to 
freshen up. I washed my face and 
came back to where Namrata sat 
She seemed very excited. She 
placed the day's newspaper before 
me. I stared 
“Coast guards beaten up in 
Mahabalipuram. A mysterious 






boat found abandoned on the 
shore. 


No wonder Namrata looked as 
if she had seen a ghost. Were 
these the coast guards to whom 
we had given the information? 
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Aditya ran up to us. He said that 
the coast guards who were beaten 
up were not the ones we had seen 
on the boat. He said he had learnt 
their whereabouts. He knew the 
hospital the coast guards had been 
admitted to. The three of us 
decided to check up on the 
information, 

We reached the hospital and 
with much difficulty found 






= 


out the rooms the coast guards 
were in. When the coast guards 
saw us they preferred to maintain 
silence. It took much explanation 
‘on our part to make the coast 
guards talk to us. 


‘One of them told us that 
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‘enroute Mahabalipuarm, they had 
been attacked by some men who 
had seized their uniforms too. 

‘They were badly beaten up and 
left to fend for themselves. 

We were horrified. We had 
handed the men over to the wrong 
persons. Were the men we saw 
on the boat a part of a bigger 
racket? The persons whom we 
believed to be the coast guards had 
actually fooled us and we 
had let the culprits 
escape. Gosh! 

Another thing 
that bothered us 
was, how then 
could one of 

the men be a 
friend of 
Vijay's father? 
| Was it a joke 
or was it for 
real? We 
didn't know 
what would 
happen next. 
CK. 
Chandrasekar, 
age 15, 
Shri Nehru Vidyalaya 
Coimbatore 
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Contributions towards 

Part V of this story in 

350 words must reach 
us by 7.5.98 
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he UNESCO has patron- 
ised an identity card 
costing Rs. 175/- per 
annum, This card, pro- 
moted by International 
Students Federation is, 
named as Inter- 
national Stu- 
dents Identity 
Card, 

This card 
helps the stu- 
dents to plan 
and carry out his/her travels and avail 
of discounts on allkinds of retail goods 
and services throughout the world 
whether it is a theatre, cinema, stu- 
dent club, entertainment restaurant, 
or travel by bus, rail or air and all types 
of shops selling student's require- 
‘ments such as books, clothes, shoes, 
sports goods etc. 

There are about 60 establishments 
in Chennai that provide discounts to 
holders of this card. This card is is- 
sued in 93 countries in the world and 
is carried by more than two milion full 
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STUDENTS 
DISCOUNT CARD 


time students, It is universally 
accepted as proof of student 


his card means 
that wherever the 
student is, ISIC 
gives the same ac- 
cess to the student's ben= 
efits and services as local 






students 

The card holder is eligible for com- 
prehensive student travel insurance 
policies designed for independent 
travellers, He/she can also avail of 
‘concessions in rent in hostels/hotels 
in many countries, 

The card is issued in more than 
5000 offices 
worldwide 
The card pro- 
vides dis- 
counts at 
15,000 es- 
tablishments 
internationally. The card holder can 
avail of unpaid 24-hour helpline which 
offers multilingual help and advise on 
health and visa matters before the stu- 
dent departs, 

The student can also get the ad- 
dress of the ISIC organisation near- 
est to him by calling up any ISIC of- 
fice and quoting his ISIC card number. 
The ISIC card could be an ideal stu- 
dents registration card. There is no 
upper age limit, All students above 12 
years can apply for the card. 

—R. Narasimhan, Chennai 








‘Subscription and Advertisement: 2545622; Chel Administrative Oficer: 2345621 


‘Subserpt 





— (Inland) Annual Ris. 60 Half Yearly Rs. 20/- 


‘Overseas (Alr Mal) Annual Rs. 400; Half Yearly Re. 200/- 


80 


Moy GOKULAM 


SPOT THE TEN DIFFERENCES 











10. Yesterday you 










£) 








Why do you change 
. D. Ajay 


jidden 
Lil here are 
names of ten 
boys and 
girls. Start 
anywhere 
but you 
should touch 
each square 
only once. 
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PROUDLY 
INTRODUCING + Gimme 
“One More. 
( a ) 
| SUGHAAM 
\ glk INSTANT Pista mux 
x INSTANT BADAM MIX 
Re) RAGIMALT 
ss ROSE Mii Mix 
e 3 Secon’ Mix 
= SUGHAAM 


toa glass of hot yy 


SUGHAAM 
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